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CHIEF BURNS: Today's date is December 
11th, 2001. The time is 3:45 p.m. I am 
Battalion Chief Robert Burns, Safety 
Battalion, New York City Fire Department, 
conducting an interview with -- 

LIEUTENANT SKELLINGTON: Lieutenant 
Skellington, Engine 305. 

CHIEF BURNS: -- in regards to the 
events of September 11th, 2001. 

Q. If you would, Rich, tell us in your own 
words what happened that day. 

A. That morning we were responding to a 
relocation to Engine 3 in Manhattan. We 
proceeded to go down Queens Boulevard. Judgment 
was made to go over the 59th Street Bridge 
instead of going through the tunnel. We went 
over the bridge. We got right in front of Engine 
3's quarters, and we were assigned to the World 
Trade Center box. 

We went down West Street, the West Side 

Highway. Halfway down we were around, I guess it 
was Sixth Avenue, when we saw tower one came 
down. We proceeded to where we were supposed to 


go. It was Vesey and West, but we couldn't make 
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it down that far with the rig because there were 
too many people coming up. So we stopped at 
Chambers. 

At that point we met Mykel Judge, the 
priest. He gave us a little prayer. He gave us 
HEPA masks, said he would see us down there. We 
started to get our gear, what we thought we would 
need to take with them. They were asking at that 
time for more equipment, anybody coming down 
bring anything you could bring. 

So instead we loaded up our back board 
with extra stuff. I took four Scott cylinders, 
empty ones, the proby took two, and we took all 
the other equipment that we might think we needed 
and proceeded down the West Side Highway. 

We put the equipment down at least two 
or three times because it was so heavy. At the 
fourth time I told them just take what we needed. 
We were close enough that if anybody was coming 
down they would see the equipment and they could 
take it with them. 

As we proceeded down West Street, I was 
about a half a block or three-quarters of the 


block, with the proby, ahead of those guys. We 
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saw many people jumping out the windows. It was 
about Barclay Street when I felt a rush of air 
come in behind me. I looked up. I sawa 
helicopter, and I was trying to figure out what 
he was doing. Then the second tower exploded and 
started coming down. 

I told the proby to run. I dumped my 
two cylinders off my left shoulder. I was trying 
to get the other two off my right. They got hung 
up on my mask. My chauffeur came running down 
and said, "what are you doing? Let's get out of 
here." I told him, "We'll be right with you," 
and we turned around and proceeded to evacuate 
the area. 

I think it was Park Place West where we 
made a left-hand turn and we jumped into a 
building. AS we were running down the street to 
Park Place West, we got caught in the cloud. 

Then I saw firemen and civilians out in the 
street that had gone out there after we heard the 
rumble and everything falling down. 

The building that we were in shook. 
Some glass broke. We thought this building was 


coming down. It didn't. That's when I went out 
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and started pulling people into the building, and 
my chauffeur was just pushing them back, holding 
them up. 

My other members, they got disoriented. 
We found them later. We called other units, 
whoever we had. That's it. 

We then went back to Chambers Street. 
We went back to Chambers Street to figure out 
where the command post was going to be. ESU then 
came out and told us that there was a bomb in 
Stuyvesant High School, so we had to evacuate 
that area. 

Then we came back, up to Chambers, and 
we hung out there for most of the day and most of 
the night until they sent us down to do some 
digging. Then we were relieved at the site and 
went back to Engine 3. 

Q. Okay, Rich. Thanks for the interview. 


CHIEF BURNS: The time is 3:50 p.m. 


